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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to communication filed on February 5, 2009. 
Claims 11, 13-16, 18-21 and 23-27 are pending in the application and have been 
examined by the Examiner. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 5, 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11, 13-16, 1 8-21 and 23-27 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1 1 , 1 6, 21 , 26 and 27 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: Lack of clarity and precision. 

5. The preambles of claims 11, 1 6, 21 , 26 and 27 recite "generating a moving 
picture file". However, the bodies of claims 1 1 , 1 6, 21 , 26 and 27 have been amended 
to recite the generation of a plurality of moving picture files. The Examiner recommends 
amending the preambles of claim 11, 16, 21, 26 and 27 to recite "generating a plurality 
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of moving picture files", or something of similar nature, to better correspond with the 
bodies of the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1 1 , 1 3, 1 5, 1 6, 1 8, 20, 21 , 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Taniguchi (US 2003/0093810). 

Consider claim 1 1 , Taniguchi teaches: 

A method of generating a moving picture file, the method including: 
obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera (See figures 11-13. Moving 
picture data taken by the camera (201 , figure 1 1) is obtained, step 403, figure 12, step 
503, figure 13, paragraphs 0105 and 0121.), and information about a kind of a control of 
the camera corresponding to the moving picture data (Video data parameters (step 
501), encoding information (step 502) and other information (steps 504 and 505) about 
the control of the camera is obtained, paragraphs 01 18, 01 19, 0122 and 0124.); 

determining a time point where the moving picture data is to be divided, based on 
the information about the kind of the control of the camera obtained at the obtaining 
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step (The moving picture data is divided into scenes based upon information acquired in 
steps 504 and 505 (see steps 506-508, paragraphs 0126-0128). Scene metadata is 
created based upon camera control information such as the number of frames captured 
and the starting and ending times of the recording of a scene, paragraph 0064. See 
figures 8A-8C for scene metadata (i.e. information about a kind of camera control). 
Paragraph 0042 details that the video data is divided based on "reference unit time" (i.e. 
information about a kind of camera control) during scene division.); 

dividing the moving picture data at the time point determined at the determining 
step (The entire video stream is divided into scenes. See "scene data 1", "scene data 
2", etc., figure 2, paragraph 0050.); and 

generating a plurality of moving picture files, each including divided moving 
picture data divided at the dividing step (Partial video data sections (i.e. a plurality of 
moving picture files) are generated, which partial video data sections include divided 
moving picture data (i.e. scene data) divided in the dividing step, figure 2, paragraphs 
0047-0050.). 

Consider claim 13, and as applied to claim 1 1 above, Taniguchi further teaches 
that the information about the kind of the control of the camera is information relating to 
switching of the camera to another camera (See figure 4, paragraph 0061 . The partial 
video metadata includes information as to the camera terminal that each partial video 
file came from (i.e. information relating to switching of the camera to another camera).). 
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Consider claim 15, and as applied to claim 1 1 above, Taniguchi further teaches 
that the information is information relating to a change amount per unit time (See 
paragraph 0086. Scenes are divided based upon metadata indicating whether or not 
there is a moving object present (i.e. information relating to a change amount per unit 
time).). 

Consider claim 16, Taniguchi teaches: 

An apparatus for generating a moving picture file (see figures 11-13), comprising: 
an obtaining device for obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera (See 
figures 11-13. Moving picture data taken by the camera (201 , figure 1 1 ) is obtained, 
step 403, figure 12, step 503, figure 1 3, paragraphs 01 05 and 01 21 .), and information 
about a kind of a control of the camera corresponding to the moving picture data (Video 
data parameters (step 501), encoding information (step 502) and other information 
(steps 504 and 505) about the control of the camera is obtained, paragraphs 01 18, 
0119, 0122 and 0124.); 

a determining device for determining a time point where the moving picture data 
is to be divided, based on the information about the kind of the control of the camera 
obtained by the obtaining device (The moving picture data is divided into scenes based 
upon information acquired in steps 504 and 505 (see steps 506-508, paragraphs 0126- 
0128). Scene metadata is created based upon camera control information such as the 
number of frames captured and the starting and ending times of the recording of a 
scene, paragraph 0064. See figures 8A-8C for scene metadata (i.e. information about a 
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kind of camera control). Paragraph 0042 details that the video data is divided based on 
"reference unit time" (i.e. information about a kind of camera control) during scene 
division.); 

a dividing device for dividing the moving picture data at the time point determined 
by the determining device (The entire video stream is divided into scenes. See "scene 
data 1", "scene data 2", etc., figure 2, paragraph 0050.); and 

a generating device for generating a plurality of moving picture files, each 
including divided moving picture data divided by the dividing device (Partial video data 
sections (i.e. a plurality of moving picture files) are generated, which partial video data 
sections include divided moving picture data (i.e. scene data) divided in the dividing 
step, figure 2, paragraphs 0047-0050.). 

Consider claim 18, and as applied to claim 16 above, Taniguchi further teaches 
that the information about the kind of the control of the camera is information relating to 
switching of the camera to another camera (See figure 4, paragraph 0061 . The partial 
video metadata includes information as to the camera terminal that each partial video 
file came from (i.e. information relating to switching of the camera to another camera).). 

Consider claim 20, and as applied to claim 16 above, Taniguchi further teaches 
that the information is information relating to a change amount per unit time (See 
paragraph 0086. Scenes are divided based upon metadata indicating whether or not 
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there is a moving object present (i.e. information relating to a change amount per unit 
time).). 

Consider claim 21 , Taniguchi teaches that the generating of the moving picture 
file is done via an installed program (paragraphs 0033, 0034 and 0099). The rest of 
claim 21 is the same as the method of claim 1 1 and is thus rejected under the same 
rationale (see claim 1 1 above). 

Consider claim 23, and as applied to claim 21 above, Taniguchi further teaches 
that the information about the kind of the control of the camera is information relating to 
switching of the camera to another camera (See figure 4, paragraph 0061 . The partial 
video metadata includes information as to the camera terminal that each partial video 
file came from (i.e. information relating to switching of the camera to another camera).). 

Consider claim 25, and as applied to claim 21 above, Taniguchi further teaches 
that the information is information relating to a change amount per unit time (See 
paragraph 0086. Scenes are divided based upon metadata indicating whether or not 
there is a moving object present (i.e. information relating to a change amount per unit 
time).). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

10. Claims 14, 19 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Taniguchi (US 2003/009381 0) in view of Igarashi et al. (US 6,469,737). 

Consider claim 14, and as applied to claim 1 1 above, Taniguchi teaches of 
obtaining metadata about the kind of control of a camera (see claim 1 1 rationale), but 
does not explicitly teach that said metadata is information indicating that one of pan, tilt 
and zoom of the camera is being processed. 

Igarashi et al. similarly teaches a method of generating a moving picture file (See 
figures 3 and 6) including obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera, and 
information about a kind of a control of the camera corresponding to the moving picture 
data (See figures 3 and 6, column 4, lines 1 -1 5, column 9, lines 49-59, column 1 1 , line 
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23 through column 14, line 21 . Picture data, which data can be "mpg" format, is 
obtained by a camera configuration along with information relating to the camera about 
the kind of control of the camera (See P25T0Z3, figure 3).), determining a time point 
where the moving picture data is to be divided, based on the information about the kind 
of the control of the camera obtained at the obtaining step (See figure 6, column 10, 
lines 33-36, column 1 1 , lines 24-57. A time point (i.e. image-sensing time) and a time 
interval can be designated for determining where the moving picture data is divided 
based upon the control information.), dividing the moving picture data at the time point 
determined at the determining step, and generating a moving picture file from the 
divided moving picture data divided at the dividing step (See column 11, lines 23-57. 
Moving picture data is divided based upon the above-mentioned information, and such 
moving picture data is transmitted to a requesting external device as a file.). 

However, in addition to the teachings of Taniguchi, Igarashi et al. teaches that 
said information indicates that that one of pan, tilt and zoom of the camera is being 
processed (See column 1 1 , lines 23-33. Moving image data is captured and recorded 
according to a reservation command containing the pan, tilt and zoom of the camera 
("P25T0Z3"). See also column 4, lines 3-15.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have the information taught by Taniguchi be information 
indicating one of pan, tilt and zoom as taught by Igarashi et al. for the benefit of 
increasing the amount of usable metadata, which metadata includes information relating 
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the camera orientation to a scene captured at a remote location (Igarashi et al., column 
1, lines 28-32). 

Consider claim 19, and as applied to claim 16 above, Taniguchi teaches of 
obtaining metadata about the kind of control of a camera (see claim 1 1 rationale), but 
does not explicitly teach that said metadata is information indicating that one of pan, tilt 
and zoom of the camera is being processed. 

Igarashi et al. similarly teaches a method of generating a moving picture file (See 
figures 3 and 6) including obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera, and 
information about a kind of a control of the camera corresponding to the moving picture 
data (See figures 3 and 6, column 4, lines 1 -1 5, column 9, lines 49-59, column 1 1 , line 
23 through column 14, line 21. Picture data, which data can be "mpg" format, is 
obtained by a camera configuration along with information relating to the camera about 
the kind of control of the camera (See P25T0Z3, figure 3).), determining a time point 
where the moving picture data is to be divided, based on the information about the kind 
of the control of the camera obtained at the obtaining step (See figure 6, column 10, 
lines 33-36, column 1 1 , lines 24-57. A time point (i.e. image-sensing time) and a time 
interval can be designated for determining where the moving picture data is divided 
based upon the control information.), dividing the moving picture data at the time point 
determined at the determining step, and generating a moving picture file from the 
divided moving picture data divided at the dividing step (See column 11, lines 23-57. 
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Moving picture data is divided based upon the above-mentioned information, and such 
moving picture data is transmitted to a requesting external device as a file.). 

However, in addition to the teachings of Taniguchi, Igarashi et al. teaches that 
said information indicates that that one of pan, tilt and zoom of the camera is being 
processed (See column 1 1 , lines 23-33. Moving image data is captured and recorded 
according to a reservation command containing the pan, tilt and zoom of the camera 
("P25T0Z3"). See also column 4, lines 3-15.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have the information taught by Taniguchi be information 
indicating one of pan, tilt and zoom as taught by Igarashi et al. for the benefit of 
increasing the amount of usable metadata, which metadata includes information relating 
the camera orientation to a scene captured at a remote location (Igarashi et al., column 
1, lines 28-32). 

Consider claim 24, and as applied to claim 21 above, Taniguchi teaches of 
obtaining metadata about the kind of control of a camera (see claim 1 1 rationale), but 
does not explicitly teach that said metadata is information indicating that one of pan, tilt 
and zoom of the camera is being processed. 

Igarashi et al. similarly teaches a method of generating a moving picture file (See 
figures 3 and 6) including obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera, and 
information about a kind of a control of the camera corresponding to the moving picture 
data (See figures 3 and 6, column 4, lines 1 -1 5, column 9, lines 49-59, column 1 1 , line 
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23 through column 14, line 21 . Picture data, which data can be "mpg" format, is 
obtained by a camera configuration along with information relating to the camera about 
the kind of control of the camera (See P25T0Z3, figure 3).), determining a time point 
where the moving picture data is to be divided, based on the information about the kind 
of the control of the camera obtained at the obtaining step (See figure 6, column 10, 
lines 33-36, column 1 1 , lines 24-57. A time point (i.e. image-sensing time) and a time 
interval can be designated for determining where the moving picture data is divided 
based upon the control information.), dividing the moving picture data at the time point 
determined at the determining step, and generating a moving picture file from the 
divided moving picture data divided at the dividing step (See column 11, lines 23-57. 
Moving picture data is divided based upon the above-mentioned information, and such 
moving picture data is transmitted to a requesting external device as a file.). 

However, in addition to the teachings of Taniguchi, Igarashi et al. teaches that 
said information indicates that that one of pan, tilt and zoom of the camera is being 
processed (See column 1 1 , lines 23-33. Moving image data is captured and recorded 
according to a reservation command containing the pan, tilt and zoom of the camera 
("P25T0Z3"). See also column 4, lines 3-15.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have the information taught by Taniguchi be information 
indicating one of pan, tilt and zoom as taught by Igarashi et al. for the benefit of 
increasing the amount of usable metadata, which metadata includes information relating 
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the camera orientation to a scene captured at a remote location (Igarashi et al., column 

I, lines 28-32). 

I I . Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Oya et al. (US 6,208,379) in view of Choi (US 5,986,695) and Winter et al. (US 
5,996,023). 

Consider claim 26, Oya et al. teaches: 

A method of generating a moving picture file (figure 35, column 17, line 21 
through column 19, line 23), the method including: 

obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera (S104), and information 
indicating that a display of the moving picture data is prohibited (S1 01 ); 

determining a point where the moving picture data is to be divided, based on the 
information obtained at the obtaining step, the information indicating that the display of 
the moving picture data is prohibited (See figures 34-42, "display-not-permitted range"); 

dividing the moving picture data at the point determined at the determining step 
(See figures 34, 39 and 40-42); and 

generating a moving picture file from the divided moving picture data divided at 
the dividing step (column 1 7, line 67 through column 1 8, line 1 1 ). 

Oya et al. teaches that the display-not-permitted range changes over time 
because the camera pans (column 17, lines 21-32). 
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However, Oya et al. does not explicitly teach dividing a moving picture and 
generating a moving picture file based on a time point of a display-not-permitted range. 

Choi similarly teaches of a surveillance system (column 1 , lines 1 6-21 ). Choi 
teaches that images obtained from cameras in the surveillance system can be recorded 
on a disk (column 3, lines 20-28). 

However, Choi teaches that captured images are overwritten when captured at 
time points wherein the current scene viewed by the camera produces unnecessary 
image data (column 6, lines 18-37). That is, Choi teaches that the image file is divided 
to only include necessary image data, which image data is captured based upon a 
determined time point. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to divide the moving image file containing information 
indicating that the display of moving picture data is prohibited taught by Oya et al. based 
on a time point as taught by Choi for the benefit of conserving space in memory while 
still capturing useful image data (Choi, column 6, lines 33-37). 

However, the combination of Oya et al. and Choi does not explicitly teach that a 
plurality of moving picture files is created. 

Winter et al. similarly teaches of a video surveillance system (see column 1 , lines 
17-25). Like Choi, Winter et al. teaches that unnecessary captured images are 
overwritten (See figure 6, column 8, lines 14-37. A ring buffer is used to hold captured 
video of a predetermined time length. If no alarm has occurred by the end of the ring 
buffer, then the ring buffer is overwritten with new video data.). 
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However, in addition to the teachings of Oya et al. and Choi, Winter et al. 
teaches that a plurality of moving picture files (104) is created (See figure 4, column 5, 
lines 18-35. A continuous video stream is broken up into a plurality of fixed length video 
files (104).). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to divide the moving picture data taught by Oya et al. and 
Choi into a plurality of moving picture files as taught by Winter et al. for the benefit of 
limiting data loss due to a drop out or data corruption on a hard disk (Winter et al., 
column 5, lines 32-35). 

Consider claim 27, Oya et al. teaches: 

A computer readable medium which stores a program (column 20, lines 25-28) 
for executing a method of generating a moving picture file (figure 35, column 17, line 21 
through column 19, line 23), the method including: 

obtaining moving picture data taken by a camera (S104), and information 
indicating that a display of the moving picture data is prohibited (S1 01 ); 

determining a point where the moving picture data is to be divided, based on the 
information obtained at the obtaining step, the information indicating that the display of 
the moving picture data is prohibited (See figures 34-42, "display-not-permitted range"); 

dividing the moving picture data at the point determined at the determining step 
(See figures 34, 39 and 40-42); and 
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generating a moving picture file from the divided moving picture data divided at 
the dividing step (column 1 7, line 67 through column 1 8, line 1 1 ). 

Oya et al. teach that the display-not-permitted range changes over time because 
the camera pans (column 17, lines 21-32). 

However, Oya et al. do not explicitly teach dividing a moving picture and 
generating a moving picture file based on a time point of a display-not-permitted range. 

Choi similarly teaches of a surveillance system (column 1 , lines 1 6-21 ). Choi 
teaches that images obtained from cameras in the surveillance system can be recorded 
on a disk (column 3, lines 20-28). 

However, Choi teaches that captured images are overwritten when captured at 
time points wherein the current scene viewed by the camera produces unnecessary 
image data (column 6, lines 18-37). That is, Choi teaches that the image file is divided 
to only include necessary image data, which image data is captured based upon a 
determined time point. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to divide the moving image file containing information 
indicating that the display of moving picture data is prohibited taught by Oya et al. based 
on a time point as taught by Choi for the benefit of conserving space in memory while 
still capturing useful image data (Choi, column 6, lines 33-37). 

However, the combination of Oya et al. and Choi does not explicitly teach that a 
plurality of moving picture files is created. 
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Winter et al. similarly teaches of a video surveillance system (see column 1 , lines 
17-25). Like Choi, Winter et al. teaches that unnecessary captured images are 
overwritten (See figure 6, column 8, lines 14-37. A ring buffer is used to hold captured 
video of a predetermined time length. If no alarm has occurred by the end of the ring 
buffer, then the ring buffer is overwritten with new video data.). 

However, in addition to the teachings of Oya et al. and Choi, Winter et al. 
teaches that a plurality of moving picture files (104) is created (See figure 4, column 5, 
lines 18-35. A continuous video stream is broken up into a plurality of fixed length video 
files (104).). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to divide the moving picture data taught by Oya et al. and 
Choi into a plurality of moving picture files as taught by Winter et al. for the benefit of 
limiting data loss due to a drop out or data corruption on a hard disk (Winter et al., 
column 5, lines 32-35). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALBERT H. CUTLER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu (9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AC 

/Yogesh K Aggarwal/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



